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Community Fund grants have helped to date On November 23, Mayor Suzanne Jones unveiled the
2013-14 Community Fund grants. The Fund began in 2008 and the operation is supported by the
City of Worcester’s Community Development Department. The city has so far received $67,561.30 in
grant funding and has been able to cover about 87 percent of the requests it received in the first
round. City officials explained that a Grant Review Committee, comprised of nine city staff members
and representatives of the neighborhoods, evaluated the grant requests. Each committee member
provides the Mayor with a recommendation on which neighborhood and projects to fund, or even to
decline funding for. This year, the committee included Daniel McCaffrey, South Worcester
Neighborhood Association President, Beth McInerney from the South Worcestershire Outreach
Coalition, and Angela Conroy from the Worcester Hispanic Democratic Organization. The Mayor’s
office has reviewed each recommendation and made a decision. The city gave out $12,000 in grants
during the first two cycles of the fund. This year, the city awarded $30,000 in grants to nine
organizations. Again, the city moved to match available city resources, and allocated $15,000 to
community organizations or projects with close ties to the South Worcester and Worcester South
neighborhoods. According to city officials, they hope to give out between five and 10 new grants in
the next fiscal year, allowing the Community Fund to serve many more community organizations and
projects in Worcester. Please note the following grants: "Community Empowerment Projects"
Pritchard Community Partners: $8,000 to help with the re-development of a hillside in the West End
South Worcestershire Outreach Coalition: $4,000 to provide training and mentorship for young
people in the South Worcester neighborhoodALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — A southeastern New Mexico
community is searching for a small plane that slammed into the New Mexico side of the Pecos River
around 7:30 p.m. Thursday. Silvio Martinez
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