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clue. We walked down to a small flat at the end of the street, where he had an old set of outsize wooden
chair, faded sofa and a few odds and ends. He gestured towards one corner of the room, saying “Look,
it’s not much, but there you are.” I stared at the chair and sofa, and the little table on which I assumed

the room had been set out when he or his wife had occupied the flat, and tried to imagine us sitting
around it, him on the sofa, his wife in the chair, me on the floor. It was all very perplexing, and in the

meantime, he had produced a key from his pocket and was sitting on a wooden trunk, stacking the silver
halfpennies which were on a coffee-table next to the sofa. “They’re mine,” he said, “I live up at another

place and they’ve been in a bank for years.” He glanced up at me, and I saw his eyes twinkle as he
made a little gesture of surprise. “Is that so?” he went on, “Quite a looker.” I blushed, feeling the

compliment so suddenly that it quite embarrassed me. As we walked to a restaurant, he explained how
he lived there, what the flat really contained and what happened to the furniture and other things when

he moved.
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