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aggression The US is to
deploy a "defense

element" of 450 troops to
the Ukrainian border to

deter Russian aggression,
the Pentagon has said.
The move, which will be
announced on Tuesday,
will provide a "show of

force" and will "sustain US
commitments" to support
Ukraine, two officials said

on Sunday. While the
troops are not permanent
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stationed, the move will
be part of "regular order"

and will increase as
tensions with Russia

escalate. The deployment
comes days after Russia

shelled the eastern
Ukrainian port of Mariupol,
which is now on the brink

of being completely cut off
from the rest of the
country. The US and
Western allies have

imposed sanctions on
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Russia in response to the
annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula. The US has also

been the strongest
supporter of pro-European
elements in the Ukrainian
government fighting for

independence and a share
in the Kiev government.

The US and EU have
backed the Ukrainian
government's military
campaign in a bid to
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