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About Maria Montessori Maria Montessori was born in 1870 in Urbino, Italy. In
1896, she immigrated with her mother to Zurich, Switzerland to begin a

language-training school for young children. As a young girl, she taught and
reflected on her observations about childhood and education. In 1907, she

founded a school for children with learning difficulties and worked to apply her
experience in the classroom. Montessori is known for starting a model of
education that differs from the traditional one that mostly focuses on rote

memorization and formal teaching methods. Montessori’s school is known for
having flexible classrooms and materials that allow children to discover

concepts for themselves and avoid coercion through control. Her model of
education focuses on observational learning and goal-directed activities. Some
say that Maria Montessori was a pioneer in early childhood education and took
inspiration from Egyptian and Greek civilizations. Maria Montessori Biography
Maria Montessori was born in 1870 in Urbino, Italy, a small town in the Marche
region, to upper-class parents, Maria and Paolo Montessori. Her father was a
professor of philosophy who taught at the University of Naples. Her mother
was a teacher of mathematics and Latin. Both of her parents practiced and

taught Maria early to foster her love of the natural world. Maria had a notable
older sister, Inez, who later became a doctor. As a child, Maria was thought to

be a quiet and studious girl. Maria Montessori graduated from the Liceo
Scientifico of Urbino in 1890 and married her childhood sweetheart, Cesare
Sesti, with whom she would have two sons, Attilio in 1892 and Ottorino in

1893. The couple moved to Zurich, Switzerland in 1896 to enroll at the
University of Zurich to study philosophy and psychology. Maria soon began to
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teach for a private language school located nearby. Her first job was at a
school that was run by her mother. Montessori’s first day on the job, she
noticed some children had both negative and positive attitudes towards

learning. Montessori’s school later grew to include different educational areas,
such as music, physical education, and physics. While working for the school,

Montessori began to reflect on the education of children and the relationship of
children to adults. She wrote many articles on this subject and published a

book called The Child and the Adult in 1910. Montessori began to consider the
idea of
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