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sheets, such as cut sheets, and an image
forming apparatus including the sheet
processing apparatus. 2. Description of

the Related Art In an image forming
apparatus, such as a color copying

machine, such as an electro-
photographic copying machine, a digital
copying machine, or the like, an image is
formed on a recording sheet by an image

forming process of fixing an unfixed
image transferred on a recording sheet.

The image forming process of fixing
includes processes such as a pre-fixing
process of heating a recording sheet to

soften the recording sheet, a fixing
process of heating the recording sheet to

a predetermined temperature, a post-
fixing process of cooling the recording
sheet, and the like. The image forming

apparatus further includes a sheet
processing apparatus, such as a post-

processing apparatus or the like,
disposed on an upstream side of the
image forming apparatus. The sheet

processing apparatus may be configured
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to be disposed on the downstream side
of the image forming apparatus to

discharge an output recording sheet on
which the image is formed into the post-

processing apparatus, or may be
separately provided to be attached to

the image forming apparatus. The post-
processing apparatus includes a sorting

apparatus for sorting the recording sheet
on which an image is formed, a staple

processor, such as a stapler, for stapling
a plurality of the recording sheets, a
punching apparatus, such as a hole

puncher, for punching holes for binding,
a saddle stitch or the like. The apparatus

further includes a finisher as a post-
processing apparatus, as an example of

the sheet processing apparatus, that
performs finisher processes such as a

punching process of punching an
unnecessary portion, a surface staining

process of st
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